ANNUAL REPORT for 1898 cf the MEDICAL OFFICER cf HEALTH 
to the BARTON REGIS RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


January 189°. 


Gentlemen. 

The Bartcon Regis Board of Guardians and Rural District 
Council seem now tc have settled into their permanent position 
and will soci no doubt be lccated in @ workhouse cf their own. 

After much doubt and uncertainty the Sanitary District 
remains: aS the rural district immediately adjoining tne great 
City cf Bristol on this its northern side and consists of the 
parishes of Filton, Henbury, Shirehampton, Stoke Gifford, 
Westbury on Trym and Winterbourne - that portion of tue parish 
of Horfield situated with the district cf the Horfield Lecal 
Board forming a part of the Union for Poor Law but net fer 
Sanitary purposes. 

The area cf the Sanitary district is 19,280 acres - 
ie seaiation according to estimate 13,270 and the rateable 


value £86,288 in the following proportions 


Acreage Population Rateable Value. 


Filton 1,025 3358 £3,374 
Henbury &.552 2,166 20,156 
Shirehampton i, 182 LyBOL 8,479 
Steke Giffcrd 2,aol 352 4,703 
Westbury cn Tryn 2,094 4,774 38,514 


Winterbourne 3,030 3.748 11.202 
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FILTON. 


Water 
Supply. 


Fousing of 


Drainage. 


Taking the parishes in their alphabetical order 
Filton comes first. The area of Filton is 1,025 acres and 
the population 338 with a rateable value of £3,334 being the 
smallest parish in every respect in the Unicn. The land 
is chiefly agricultural and the occupation of the people 
principally husbandry but in the Village there is a large 
laundry employing many female hands waicn came under the 
provisions of the Factory and Workshops Act 1895 and was 
carefully inspected and reported on by your inspector and 
myself in 1896. 

Filton alse has several dairies sending Milk ts 


Bristel which are kept under cbservation and inspection. 


The Village used te be remarkapie for its want 
of water but that difficulty was overecme a few years since 
by your Board becoming guarantors to the Bristol Water 
Company which now supplies the place and there should no- 


where be any lack. 


the Hesietine Classes, The inhabitants are fairly 
well provided with house accommodation - notwithstanding 
the influx cf population brought by the new Railway works 
put some years ago the cottages were very scarce and 
primitive in structure and it became my duty to report some 
a3 definitely injurious to health and cthers as unfit for 
human habitation. Of the latter 2 cottages remain 
unoccupied at tne present time becausa the cwners will not 


put them into a state in my opinion Fit for human habitation. 


The situation of Filton on a high eminence pakes 
surface drainage easily acccmplished, in former years we 
had. complaints that the drainage of the Laundry running by 


the side of the road caused a nuisance. This was remedied 
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and I am glad to say this year there have beén no compiaints 


and I >pélieve there is no cause. 


Notifications. There have peen 4 cases of infectious disease 
notified to me in the narish during the year namely one of 
dinhtheria and three of scarlatina. The case of diphtheria 


was only notified after it had been received into the 


Children's Hospital in Bristol. Thea three cases of 
Scarlatina were in one family and occurred during tne 


early summer. 


HENBURY $has the largest Area in the Union, having an acreage of 


Ge 552... In population it stands third, the number of 
inhabitants béing 2,166 while the rateable value 2s 
£20,166 - or second largest. Henbury is essentially an 


aristocratic residential centre, the Village and its 
neighbourhood being ténanted by wealthy Bristol families 

in large and Gommodious residences, The agricultural land 
covers a BEL Sccpon ed space of upland but also sxteuds through 
the marsh level to the River Severn, - and colsequéent upon 
tise tiau Peritien of the parish 18 naturally difficult te 
drain or keep salubrious. the agricultural land is lareais 
used for dairy purposes. the milk béing taken daily to 

Bristoi involving careful supervision on the part of your 
Inspector, but we have not had any serious causes of con- 


plaint during the year. 


Water, Supply. The Bristol Water Compauy's Mains pass through 
he Village and there should therefore be no difficulty 


about water but these mains do not extend to every vart of 
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Drainage. 


the parish ana the water is not everywhere plentiful. At 
Lawrence Weston and Brentry the natural supply is meagre 
and on the flats near the Severn, water is very scarce, the 
pumping from the Severn Tunnel having affected the springs 
on this side of the River as well as on the Monmouthshire 


« 


Ui 


ide - sc that where dicinage is the most difficult, there 


the water supply is mest deficient. 


the Working Classes. In years past we have had much 
to do in abolishing houses unfit for human habitation and 
improving those so dilapidatea as to be injuricus te health 
but this year there has been lass occasicn to interfere ana 


i have not many times had my attention called to faults of 


‘this nature, 


The drainage of Henbury speaking generally is the 
Cess Pit System - the common system throughcut the parish 
but there are several netable excepticns —- thus the prin- 
cipal houses in the Village turn their sewage into old stcne 
gonts which eventually reach the stream. At Hallen 
which is situated on the Marsh not many faet above the level 
ef the Severn ~- some years ago your Authority established 
@ system of dry earth or ash closets in consequence of. the 
impossibility of digging Cess Pits which did not fill 
spontaneously with water, Again I may say that I have 
net hed any sericus complaints or become aware of any sericus 


cause of complaint during the year. 


Notification, Only ome case of Scarlatina has been notificd 


auring the year and no other case of any cf the more serious 
infecticus diseases. 
In Octeber a serious alarm arose from a ycurg 


farmer at Lawrence Weston —- a Milk seller ~— having developed 
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symptoms simulating those of Typhiua Fever. Di. Ormes-od 

who was in attendance wrote me thereon and I amanged a 
conavitation with Dr.Davies, Hedical OFficer of Heuith 

of Bristol, but. before our Meeting could take piace, death 
occurred and a post mortem examination satisfied us that 

the Gisease was not Yyohus Fever out an onsciire form of 


YWeoart dis6ase. 


SHIREHAMPTON is. the parish in the Union altered by the first 
Bristol Boundari6s Extension Bill, when it lost the ypoi- 
tion of Avonmouth immediately surrounding and conmhectsed 
with the Docks. “he area now remaining is 1,181 acres; 
the nopulation 1,691, with a xmuteable value of £8,479. 

Shirehamptoh was originally a Village gathered 
round the Perry of the Eiver Avon - the parish cousisting 
of agrictltural tand, but.the dbi:ilding of Docks at Avon- 
mouth changed its character which has now become a workman's 
residential district and in the near future this character- 


istic will in all probability largely increase. 


Water Seay. Shirehampton is well supplied by the Bristol 
Water Company which extends its mains to Avonmouth, and as 
the population is chiefly gathered together in the tio 
Villages there are few who do hot benefit by the presence 


of a plentiful sunply. 


Housing of the Working Classes. In the old part of the Village 
man? of the workmen's houses are old and dilapidated and in 
former years we have had frequent occasion to require their 
improvement 22% during the present year we have had no 


Sobrious cause of complaint. At Avonuouth the cottages 
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Drainage. 


were Duilt on the flat alluvial clay - the foundations 
peing consequently wuhealthily damp, put wider our hew 
Bye Laws this is provided against and the house6s built of 
late are far superior in this respect to those which 
originally created Avonmouth into a workmen's dwelling 


place. 


The natural drainage of Shirehampton is good - 
the situation being some 100 ft. above the sea lévei while 
that portion which constitutes Avonmouth has no fail at 
all except that created by ths tide. At ordinary high 
tide the river is a very few fest below the lsvel of the 
soil and at very high tides is frequently above it. Both 
Shirehampton and Avonmouth are well provided with sewe1s 
which discharges into the River Avon and most of the houses 
are connected. A portion of Lower Shirehamptom iin 
former years gave me much trouole in consequence of its 
being sitvated below the level of the main sewer but during 
this year I have heard of no complaint and the mechanical 


arrangement made seems to have the desired effect. 


Notification. Measles and Whooping Cough have, I understand, 


been prevalent in Shirehampton but these infectious dissases 
being unnotified I only speak from hearsay. The 
notifiable Zymotics have been 10 cases of Scarlatina and 

5 of Erysipelas. Ten cases of Scarlatina is a large 
proportion of the total 25 registered in the district but 
without an Isolation Hospital we have very little control 
over Such ah infectious disease where thé population is 


coufined to small houses in close proximity. . 
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STOKE GIFFORD has an area of 2,397 acres with a population of 352: 


Water. 


Housing of 


its rateable value being £4,703. Hitherto it has been 


a quiet agricultural parish but the advent of the new 


railway had changed its character. The soil is mostly 
a heavy clay situated over the Blue leas and uew red sand 
stone. 

The land is used largely for dairy pvreduce and 
much milk is daily conveyed to Bristol while on thé northern 


side of the parish the land is mostly in tillage. 


The water supply comes chiefly from shallow ove 
put the West Gloucester Company having laid pipes to Stoke 
Park on the extrems southeru side of thse parish - bt 
necessity arose these could sasily be extended to the 


centres of ponulation which are at Stoke Village and Harris 


pois oMalele Hitherto there has beet: no call for it, the wate: 


having been plentiful and fairly good. 


the Working Classe6s. In 1881 Stokes contained 64 houses 
aud theseé have not since materially increased. The labour 
empioyed came from Winterbourne - out with the advent of 
the new Railway the pressure on these houses has been great 
and the crowding severe. Hitherto we have not had 
occasion to interfere but during the continuance of the 
Railway construction, careful supervision will be constantly 
needed. Brick works in connection with the railway 

have véen erected and in the near future various permanent 
railway industries —— which will involve a suppiy 
of workmen's dwellings. This has not yet commenced — only 


one or two houses having deen built during the year. 
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Drainage. 


The natural drainage of the surface is towards 
Stoke Brook, a large water course running through the 
Parish, becoming Bradlisy Brook when it reaches Winterbourne 
and 6ventually forming a large tributary to the River froms 
at Hawbrook. The house drainage is chiefly ito Cess 
Pits aud as the centres of population are not near the 
course of the Brook there is at présent little danger of 
the water decoming contaminated. I have had no com- 


plaints of nuisance from Stoke this year. 


Notifications. One case of Diphtheria has been notified from 


WESTBURY 


the parish and one case of Scarlatina but the health of 
Stoke Gifford has been through the year unmistakeably 


good. 


is the most populous and altogether the most important 
parish in the Union. It has an area of 2,694 acres with 
an estimated population of 4,774 inhabitants and its 
rateable value is £38,314. It stands chiefly on the 
lime stone but some portion of its subsoil is old red sand 
stone. The natural drainage is towards the River Trym 
which runs through the centre of thse old village. It 
is the seat of several large Laundries which were visited 
and reported upon by your Inspector and myself when they 
cane under the provisions of the Factories and Workshops’ 
KCt, TSS. They are sitnated all together at Southnead 
and employ a large number of females hands, their work 
coming from Clifton and Bristol. 

Building is advancing rapidly especially in tne 
neighbourhood of Durdham Down more particularly so since 


the boundaries of the City of Bristol have deéti permanently 
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settled. The population centres at Westioury, Stoke Bishop 
and Snevd Park on the hich ground overlooting the valley of 


the Trym. 


Waber Supply. The Bristol Water Comnany's mains run through the 


Housing of 


Drainage. 


district forming an efficient means of sumply aud large 


numbers of the houses make use of it. 


on 


the Working Classes. New houses aré constantiy deine 
built but the accommodation is not so much for the working 
class as for thosé a step above them in the social scale, 

and Westbury camunot 56 described as a working man's locality. 
The houses dé6éing built under your Sye Laws afford suitable 
accommodation to thoss for whom they are intended out the old 
workmen's dwellings in the vicinity of the Trym as it passes 
through the old villages are very bad, some of them hardly 
Fit for occupation and we are fredcaoentiy calted wyon to 
interferes and remedy them, In August I had to repor., 
three houses in Chalk lane so dirty and dilapidated as to 


be injurious to health, ons of the same neéing dangérousiy 


overcrowded, Tn Octoner I visited three cottages it 


Chanel Yard and reported one dirty, ill ventilated anc over- 
crowded and the other tio so dirty and ill veutilated as to 


be injurious to health. 


The parish is weil sewered - part of the sevage 
being conducted to ths Sewage Farm at Canford - that fron 
the high growid at Snuyd Park and Stoke Bishop ruhnine 
directly to the River Avon at Sea Mills, 

The disnosal of this sewage is a matter which has 


given riss to much discussion and trouble. The Sewage Faria 
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however much it may have auswered its purpose wh6én 
first established is acknowledged now to be a failure aud 
at times a nuisance, the soil having become super-saturated 
with sewage solids and having no further capacity of 
absorption. On the 4th August a Local Goveriment Board 
enquiry was held by C.Roulnois Esq. to consider the last 
new plan proposed for the disposal of the Sewage which has 
hitherto passed on to the Sewage Farm, The Local 
Government Board has been loath to consent to the condemna—_ 
tion of an institution which it sanctioned some 20 years 
ago and had refused its approval of any of the alternatives 
hitherto proposed in its place. On the 3rd November 1897 
an enquiry had peen held by Inspector Meadse-King in reference 
to a proposed plan of taking the Sewage to Sea Mills and 
discharging it into the River Avon by the same outlet as the 
existing sewer from Stoke Bishop and Sneyd Park - this was 
strongly opposed by Bristol on the ground that passing crude 
séwage into the Avon would dangerously pollute that river 
and constitute a new nuisance. Bristol was obliged to 
acknowledge that it passed the whole of its own sewage of 
500,000 inhabitants in a cruds state into the sane xiver 
higher up in its courses and consequently in a more objection~ 
able part but contended that this would soon be remadisd, the 
whole taken out of the river and carried out to sea, and 
that under theses circumstances Westoury ought not to be 
allowed to start a new pollution of the rivoz. 

The decision of the Local Government DBoaré was 
announced in a letter dated March 5th 1898 in which the 


L.G.B8. referring to Inspéctor Meadse—Kine's report deciinsd 
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to sanction the conveyance of crude sewage into the river 

at all states of the tide and required that if its sanction 
was given to the abolition of the Sewage Farm all the sewage 
taken to Sea Mills should before being discnarged into the 
river be chemically treated and purified of its solids. 

The clarified effluent being discnarged into the river only 
en the ebo tide and not later than an hour ana a half before 
low water, the L.G.B. further required that sufficient land 
should be secured at Sea Mills in a suitable situation to 
erect precipitation tanks and storage tanks of capacity 
sufficient to store the sewage during the time it was not 
allowed te pass inte the river. 

The plans submitted on the 4th of August embodied 
these views of the L.G.B. and practically ne cpposition 
was raised so tnaat we may ilcok forward at no distant psricd 
to the Canford Farm being no lIcnger a Sewage Farm and the 
nuisance arising therefrom no lenger being an incubus upon 
the Village cf Westbury. 

The L.G.Beoard very wisely require that the land 
at Canford shall not be used as a site for Building under 
three years from the time it ceases to be a@ Sewage Varn, 
Guring wniich time it shall again be deep drained and the 


sarface thorcughly breken up and deeply ploughed. 


Notifications, Five cases of Scarlatina have been registered 
Guring the year which is a great improvement on the past 
few years, also four cases of Erysipelas. 

Complaint was made to me in August that many 
children at Stceke Bishop had measles and that uo proper 


care was taken to prevent their spreading it. z= could 
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only reply that since the notification of Measles had been 
avolished I had no means of knowing of its existence and 
without knowing of its existence could not take steps to 


prevent its dissemination. 


WINTERBOURNE has an area of 3,050 acres, It is the second largest 
varish in the Union. It also stands second in number, 
having an estimated population of 3,740 but its rateable 
value £11,290 is taird. Westnoury being first, Henbury 
second, and Winterdourne third. 

Although an Agricultural parish the occupation of 
its labourers is by no Means confined to husbandry. Stone 
quarrying aud Coal mining employ many of its hands while a 
largé tuber of its men are daily engaged in Bristol. There 
are a few large Dairy Farms but the land is mostly in 
tillage. 

| Laundry work is extensively carried on in private 
houses and there is one large laundry empioying many feralse 
hands. 

Tailoring slop work is also an extensive industry 
aud there is ole Factory comiected with Sristoi which 
utilizes many females. 

Winterbourne is chiefly situated over the Pennant 
Coal Measures - ons part of Hambrook being on the new red 
sand stone - the soil is consequently light and porous - the 
surface being undulating, varying from 250 feet to avout 
100 ft. above ths sea level. It is well drained by the 


River Frome and its tributariés. 


Water Supply. It is well provided with water by the West 
Gloucester Water Commany which now supplies nearly every 


hous6 in the parish. 
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Housing of the Working Classes. The character and condition 


Drainage. 


of the Cottages in Winterbourne have greatly improved of 
late years where formurliy they were small, badly construct- 
ed and ill cared for - they are now fairly comnodious and- 
in good repair. The population gathers at several 
cantres at which the house accommodation varies consider- 
ably. Frenchay contains a number of large residences 
but the cottage accommodation is Dad, the houses being 
suall and inconvenient. In Hambrook and rie Corner 

the cottages are more plentiful and better kept. 
Winteroournée Street has good working class accommodation 
wnile at Walleys End and Winterbourne Down there are a 
number of small badly constructed and inconvenient dwellings. 
I have nad during the year to report 5 houses at Wallsys 
mand and Winteroourne Down as overcrowded or unfit for 
human habitation and this has not beésn in consequence of 
the advent of strangers. The colmenucement of the hey 
Tailway from ratchway to Wootton Dassett which ims through 
the centre of the parish has introduced a large temporary 
addition to its working population, but we have not so far 
had much cause to complain of overcrowding on this account. 
Tn the early part ef the year the Barton Regis and Sodbury 
rural District Council held ss6veral meetings and drew wp a 
code of instruction to be observed in building navvies huts 
which have proved ¢fficacious in preventing any nuisance and 


overcrowding has not come seriously to my notices. 


The drainage of Winterbourne is poor. Somé houses 
have efficient cess pools but many have little déetter than 


holes in the ground in consequence of the pennant stone being 
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se near the surface, Frenchay i, aayaeued ay badly 
off in this respect as the houses rise one above another on 
the side cf a steep hill, Winterbourne Down is in the 
Same predicament, but as Company’s water is now universall; 
Supplied, the danger of well water contamination is absent. 
The River Frome and its tributaries Bradley Breok and 
‘Ham Brook are fairly free fron pollution, and as the 
Cottages have mestly a gocu surrounding of Garden grouud, 
there seems ne need cf further provision for the dispesal 


of excrement than at present exists, 


Notification. Five cases of Scarlatina have been notified durtiig 
the year’ ~- ‘four of Erysipelas and two of Typhoid Fever, but 
in no case has there been evidence of special insanitary 


Cause, 


Vital Statistics. Upen the whole, the year 1898 may be regarded as 
having been a healthy season in tais district; the second 
quarter of tne year was excepticnally healthy - the death 
rate being as low as 6.6 per 1000 per annum, and no death 
from Zymotic disease being registered, Through the 
year there was no epidemic anywhere cf eitner of the 
notifiable infectious ciseases, Measles was said to be 
prevalent at various places but as this is ne longer a 
notifiable disease, I am unable to say to what extent it 
prevailed, The Death Register which is my only correct 
means of informaticn recorded 4 deaths attributed to it and 
these are the only deaths from Zymotics' rdgistered if we 
exclude the very uncertain diseases registered under the 


head of Infantile Diarrhoea, 
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Births. 


Deaths. 


Deaths of 
Tnfants 
under 

1 year, 


Old Age. 


The Births number 3352. Males 184, Females 145, 
The average of the thres preceding years being 318. 
532 births is a rate of increase of 28.1 per 1000 of the 


population. 


The number of deaths registered is 153 ora rate 
of decrease of 11.5 per 1000 of the population, - the 
mean increase therefore being in round mumbers 17 per 1000. 
Tt is worth noticing in this connection that the popula- 
tion does not increase in this district in this rate - and 
must therefore enigrate elsewhere, probably to the adjacent 
great City of Bristol. The averages niumdder of deaths in 
the three preceding years was 170 so that this yséar stands 
out favoraply. In the second dquarter thé death rate 
was remarkably low, Deing only 6.6. per 1000 per anium, and 
this reduces the averace of the whole year - for in the first 
quarter the rate was 15.4 : in the third quarter 14.2% and 


in the fourth quarter 10.5. 


The number of deaths of children under 1 year of 
agé is 44 - a mortality of 132.5 per 1000 registered births, 
the average of the three pieceding years being 52. Thus 
in 1895 the deaths were 57, or a rate of 162,08 per 1000 , 
registered births - in 1896, 57 ora rate of 199.3 per 
1000 births, and in 1897, 42 or 132.4 per 1000 births, the 


Same 6xactly as in the year just passed. 


The deaths from Old Age number 26, the average of 


the thres preceding years being SO. 


Institutions. There were 6 deaths in the Workhouse and in 


Hamprook Village Hospital - viz., 1 in the Hospital and 5 in 


15. 
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the Workhouse. 3 of these were from old age and two 


ever 60 years. 


Notifications. The number of Infecticus cases notified is only 
44 while the average of the three precedin; years is 90 
This is in a great measure due to the diminished number of 
cases of Scarlatina of which in 1895 there were 26, In 
1896, 99 and in 1897, 55, while this year there have only 
be6n 25 cases, These have been spread over the whole 
District. in taitten oS cases +: In Henbury 1 case : in 
Sole enemeuen 205 “tn Steke Gilford 2 <¢ in Westbury 5 : 
and in Winterbourne 5, so that there has been no monopoly 
ef the disease in any quarter and nething like an epidemic. 

There were only 2 cases of Diphtheria, one at 
Wilten and one at Stoke Gifford. Thea case at rilten being 
enly recognized as Diphtheric when it reacied the Children’s 
Pospitald in Bristel, 

The 14 cases of Erysipelas are spread pretty much 
over the whole district. The 2 cases cf Typnoid Fever 
cecurred in Winterbourne Parish but apparently had no 
connection and were ii opposite sides of the parish. I could 
net fFinu upon inspecticn that either case was traceable to 


a remediable cause. 


EDWARD CROSSMAN 
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